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made excellent progress. That night the weather turned
miserably cold, and the troops., who were much exhausted by
the heat and thirst of the day, suffered great heardship,
Nevertheless, during the darkness, they quietly concentrated
on the right bank, crossed the river by a pontoon bridge and
deployed for attack on the left bank, only to find in the
morning, that the enemy, too, had been busy during the
night and, having skilfully extricated himself from his
position, was retiring up-stream.
General Townshend nastily embarked a force and set off
in pursuit, reaching Kut on the night of September 30th.
Meanwhile, the enemy had gone straight back to Ctesiphon,
eighty miles above Kut, to occupy a strong position which was
already prepared there. Next day the 6th Cavalry Brigade,
which was with General Townshend, overtook the enemy's
rear guard forty miles above Kut, but by this time the supply
situation was so chaotic that a general halt had to be called.
It was not until October 5th that the Cavalry Brigade and
the River Column reached Aziziyeh, twenty-one miles further
on.
The maintenance of the force had now become almost im-
possible; re-organisation of the administrative services was
imperative. Therefore, because it could not be maintained,
the pursuit was abandoned; administration, for the moment,
controlled strategy.
The operations had been very successful. The Turkish
casualties were about four thousand men,, fourteen guns,
and a quantity of stores, General Townshend's casualties
were twelve hundred—of which by far the greater proportion
was due to sickness. The troops, soft and unfit, after the
extreme heat of Amara—which had made training difficult—
suffered much in the operations and the casualties were
unexpectedly heavy—just double the estimated numbers.
Unfortunately, too, the inability of the inadequate medical
arrangements to cope with the situation caused a great deal
of unnecessary suffering to the men.
However, Kut was in the hands of General Nixon who
having once more triumphed over extreme difficulties, was
begining to feel that his Army was invincible.

